
QUITTAPAHILLA WATERSHED ASSOCIATION 

Meeting Minutes 

Annville Free Library Community Room and Remotely Via Zoom (Hybrid Meeting) 

Tuesday, May 20, 2025 

 

Present:  Michael Schroeder (President), Bill Bauersfeld, Alyssa Bellucci, Bob Connell, Kent 

Crawford, Karen Feather, Katie Hollen (LCCD), Bill Osborne, Mary Pettice 

 

The meeting opened at 7:01 PM 

 

1. Minutes.  The minutes of the April 15, 2025 meeting were circulated electronically before 

the meeting and approved by consensus. 

 
2. Monitoring Program 

A. Fieldwork updates.  Katie reported that our next round of fieldwork will be in June.  

She further reported in an email of May 2 that moving forward we have the 

following new contacts at DEP:  Josh Lookenbill (mlookenbil@pa.gov), Mark Brickner 

(mbrickner@pa.gov), and Nate Alexander (natalexand@pa.gov). 

B. Equipment updates.   

1) Solinst Sensors.   Bob reported that he continues to preparing the sensors for 

field deployment at our five monitoring stations. 

2) ISCO auto-samplers.  Mike reported that he has secured the permission of the 

landowners at station Q1 in Cleona to deploy one of the auto-samplers.  Bob 

suggested that we take a day to set up and field test our two auto-samplers at 

stations Q1 and K1.   Bob, Katie, and Mike agreed to  meet at station Q1 at 10 

am on Fri June 13 to begin our field test. 

C. Data management & Water Quality Portal updates.  Alyssa reported in an email 

exchange with Bob on May 7 that she had developed a series of email addresses for 

use with the Solinst sensors, basically so the data from each sensor can be emailed 

to us in a easy-to-use format.  With that technical hurdle overcome, Bob reported 

that he expects to deploy the first Solinst sensor on Bachman Run (BM1) in the next 

week or two.  Alyssa and Bob were thanked for their excellent work. 

D. Biological monitoring.  Mike reported that earlier today, Tues May 20, he received 

an email from LVC Environmental Science major Charles Katona (’25) with the 

following update on his much-awaited final report on biological monitoring, titled 

“2019-2023 Macroinvertebrate Survey of the Quittapahilla Creek Watershed”:   “The 

time has arrived… Here is the final report. Attached is also a PDF of the poster that 

was presented at the Pennsylvania Academy of Sciences and LVC’s inquiry, along 
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with a few pictures from the event. . . . I just ask that you say that I made the 

poster/paper/pictures if you put them on your website 😊. Thank you for all your 

help over the past couple of years; it has been an absolute honor to work with, 

volunteer with, and present for everyone.”  Mike reported that he thanked Charles 

on behalf of the QWA, and that the report and poster are both housed on the 

Studies & Documents page of the QWA website. 

 
3. National Fish & Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) Grant.   Mike offered the reminder that our 

first two meetings with Ryan Szuch of Grow Conservation are scheduled for 9-11 am 

Thursday, May 22 (remote on MS Teams) and 10:30 am-3:00 pm Thurs June 5 in the LCCD 

conference room.   Participants are expected to include Mike, Bob, Alexis, Katie, and Kara. 

 

4. “Digital Storytelling” Course at LVC.   Mike reported that on Monday, May 5, members of 

the QWA and the general public had the pleasure of viewing a series of videos at the Allen 

Theater produced by LVC students in a course on “Digital Storytelling” taught by LVC Prof 

Mary Pettice.  The videos were very well received by those in attendance.  Mike reported 

that Prof Pettice will provide copies of the videos and other materials, which he expects to 

house on our QWA website and use to promote our work. 

 

5. Projects updates.   See the Watershed Action Team meeting minutes of May 1, kindly 

provided by Kara Lubold, below in Appendix 1 to these minutes. 

 

6. Education, outreach & special events. 

A. Friday, April 25, Arbor Day Celebration, 4-6 PM, Gloninger Woods Park in Lebanon 

sponsored by the Lebanon County Clean Water Alliance in collaboration with local 

conservation partners.  Mike reported that he & Karen & Katie represented the 

QWA at this event. 

B. Saturday, June 14, Historic Old Annville Day  9 AM—2 PM.  Mike reported that he 

will be soliciting volunteers to staff the QWA table at this big community event, this 

year in a new location next to the LVC campus.  

C. Possible field trips to the City of Lebanon Authority’s (COLA’s) Wastewater 

Treatment Plant and the Cleona Pumping Station. 

 

7. Media & website.  Potential threat to the wetlands at the Quittie’s headwaters.  Mike 

reported on a series of developments relating to a potential threat to the wetlands at the 

headwaters of Quittapahilla Creek on the east side of Lebanon that also became the subject 

of substantial local media coverage.  Copies of emails, letters, local media reports, and 

other materials relating to this issue are included below in Appendix 2 to these minutes.   

https://www.quittiecreek.org/documents.html
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A. Website.  Mike reported several small updates to the QWA website and some well-

received QWA-related social media posts. 

 
8. Lebanon County Stormwater Consortium updates.  See Appendix 1 to these minutes. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:59 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michael Schroeder, Secretary Pro Tem 
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Appendix 1.   Watershed Action Team, LCCD, Meeting Minutes, May 1, 2025 

 

 



Quittapahilla Watershed Association meeting minutes, May 20, 2025, p. 5 
 

 

 
 



Quittapahilla Watershed Association meeting minutes, May 20, 2025, p. 6 
 

 

 



Quittapahilla Watershed Association meeting minutes, May 20, 2025, p. 7 
 

 

 



Quittapahilla Watershed Association meeting minutes, May 20, 2025, p. 8 
 

 

 
 



Quittapahilla Watershed Association meeting minutes, May 20, 2025, p. 9 
 

 

 
 



Quittapahilla Watershed Association meeting minutes, May 20, 2025, p. 10 
 

Appendix 2.  Media reports & other materials on a potential threat to the 

wetlands at the headwaters of Quittapahilla Creek 

 
On April 9, Mike sent out the following email to folks on the QWA mailing list: 

 

Fellow Watershed Protectors, 

 

I want to alert you to a terrible decision recently made by the Lebanon County 

commissioners to sell 17 acres on the east side of Lebanon to an Altoona-based developer, 

including six acres that are part of the headwaters of Quittapahilla Creek.  Looks like a new 

Sheetz is part of the development plan. 

 

Here is the story in LebTown: 

 

https://lebtown.com/2025/04/07/commissioners-tentatively-agree-to-sell-s-lebanon-twp-

parcel-to-developer  

 

The relevant paragraphs: 

 

"An Altoona-based developer has entered into an agreement with Lebanon County 

Commissioners to potentially purchase 17 acres of county-owned land in South Lebanon 

Township. 

 

"The plan to purchase the acreage was approved by a 2-1 vote at the April 3 commission 

meeting. Jo Ellen Litz was the lone no vote, citing the sale of a portion of wetland on the 

property as the reason for her decision to oppose the proposal. . . . 

 

"Litz said that while she voted to support the original 3.71-acre purchase, she opposes this 

action because a portion of the property are wetlands that include the headwaters of the 

Quitaphillia Creek, which later merges with Swatara Creek. County administrator Jamie 

Wolgemuth told LebTown on Friday that six of the 17 acres encompasses the wetland.  

 

"Commission chairman Mike Kuhn and commissioner Bob Phillips both iterated that Thaler 

would be required to follow laws pertaining to wetlands, with Kuhn noting that a number 

of commercial golf clubs have wetlands on their properties and have been bound by the 

same laws when developing those parcels. 

 

https://lebtown.com/2025/04/07/commissioners-tentatively-agree-to-sell-s-lebanon-twp-parcel-to-developer
https://lebtown.com/2025/04/07/commissioners-tentatively-agree-to-sell-s-lebanon-twp-parcel-to-developer
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"It was also noted that the existing wetland has been considered as part of the $2 million 

sales agreement." 

 

Developing that parcel would likely have pronounced negative ripple effects on the entire 

watershed, increasing the likelihood of flooding and working directly against the DEP's goal 

of reducing the quantity of water flowing downstream.  

 

I suggest the QWA sends a strongly worded letter to the county commissioners expressing 

our strong opposition to this land deal.  Please be in touch if you would like to help, or if 

you have another idea -- or, if you disagree and think my reaction here is overblown. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Mike 

 

Michael Schroeder 

QWA President, https://www.quittiecreek.org/ 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Responses were strongly in favor of drafting a strongly worded letter to the county 

commissioners expressing our opposition to the sale.  Mike then drafted the following letter 

and submitted it electronically to the county commissioners: 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Lebanon County Board of Commissioners 
Commissioner Robert J. Phillips 
Commissioner Michael J. Kuhn 
Commissioner Jo Ellen Litz 
Room 207, Municipal Building 
400 South 8th Street 
Lebanon, PA 17042-6794 
 
April 14, 2025 

 
Dear Commissioners Kuhn, Litz, and Phillips, 
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I write on behalf of the Quittapahilla Watershed Association to express our deep concerns 
about your provisional approval of the sale of a 17-acre parcel in South Lebanon Township to 
Altoona-based real estate developer Bruce Thaler of BT Lebanon County LLC, as reported in 
LebTown on April 7 (https://lebtown.com/2025/04/07/commissioners-tentatively-agree-to-sell-
s-lebanon-twp-parcel-to-developer/) 
 
According to the article, “County administrator Jamie Wolgemuth told LebTown on Friday that 
six of the 17 acres encompasses the wetland” that forms the headwaters of Quittapahilla Creek. 
 
We strongly urge you to reconsider this provisional agreement.  We are confident that you 
know that that the large wetland on Lebanon’s east side, part of which forms the 7-acre 
Quittapahilla Educational Wetland Preserve, acts as a giant sponge during high rain events and 
is an essential part of the entire Quittapahilla watershed.  Developing on or adjacent to that 
critically important wetland by adding buildings, parking lots, and other impervious surfaces 
would result in a substantially greater likelihood of severe flooding downstream and have 
deleterious consequences for property owners and the general public. 
 
We are aware, as the LebTown article reports, that “Commission chairman Mike Kuhn and 
commissioner Bob Phillips both iterated that Thaler would be required to follow laws pertaining 
to wetlands, with Kuhn noting that a number of commercial golf clubs have wetlands on their 
properties and have been bound by the same laws when developing those parcels.”  
 
We submit that just because an action is technically legal does not make it right, appropriate, or 
wise.   We also submit that there is a huge difference between a small wetland along a tributary 
on a golf course and the large, at least seven-acre wetland that forms the headwaters of the 
waterway that flows directly through Lebanon City and the most densely populated part of 
Lebanon County.  Many people still remember the massively destructive floods of 1972 from 
Hurricane Agnes and 2011 from Tropical Storm Lee.  In this era of intensifying climate change 
and growing frequency of high rain events, it is inevitable that in coming years, Lebanon County 
will experience floods of equal or greater severity.  By allowing this parcel to be developed, you 
would be putting all property owners downstream at heightened risk of a major flood and 
property destruction. 
 
We strongly encourage you to reconsider what we consider to be an extremely ill-advised 
decision to sell this property to a developer.  We are heartened that the deal is considered 
“provisional” and “potential,” which means that you still have the option of pulling out.  We 
urge you to do so. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Michael Schroeder 
President, Quittapahilla Watershed Association 
189 School House Lane 
Annville, PA  17003 

https://lebtown.com/2025/04/07/commissioners-tentatively-agree-to-sell-s-lebanon-twp-parcel-to-developer/
https://lebtown.com/2025/04/07/commissioners-tentatively-agree-to-sell-s-lebanon-twp-parcel-to-developer/
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https://www.quittiecreek.org/  
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Mike then contacted representatives of affiliated organizations to alert them to this issue; to let 

them know that he planned to attend the county commissioners meeting on April 17 to express 

the QWA’s strong opposition to the land deal and to urge them to reconsider; and to ask them 

to consider writing their own letters and also attending the same public meeting for the same 

reason.  

 

In response, letters to the commissioners urging them to reconsider the sale were sent by 

Stephan Vegoe, longtime member of Doc Fritchey Trout Unlimited; Kent Crawford, longtime 

member of both DFTU and the QWA; and Rich DiStanislao, DFTU President.   A copy of Rich’s 

letter is pasted below: 

 

https://www.quittiecreek.org/
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On April 23, the Lebanon Daily News ran a front-page story on the issue (in the print copy of the 

newspaper, with the same language published online on April 21): 

 

Residents voice concerns about Quittie wetlands future in S. Lebanon Twp. 

parcel sale 

 

Matthew Toth, Lebanon Daily News 

April 21, 2025 

 

Residents raised concerns about Lebanon County Commissioners' recent sale of county-owned 

land in South Lebanon Township, which includes a portion of wetlands for the Quittaphilla 

Creek. 

 

During the commissioners' meeting April 17, several residents voiced concerns the impact of 

selling the wetlands could have in the Lebanon County community. Commissioners recently 

approved an agreement of sale of 17 acres near the Pennsylvania Department of 

Transportation Driver License Center at 900 E. Old Cumberland St. 

 

Michael Schroeder, president of the Quittapahilla Watershed Association, on Thursday said the 

organization strongly urged commissioners to reconsider the provisional agreement. 
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"We are greatly concerned about the environmental impact of development on this site, mainly 

because the wetland in question forms the headwater of Quittaphilla Creek and acts as a giant 

sponge during high rain events," he said to commissioners. "It's crucial to the health of the 

Quittie's ecosystem and minimizing the odds of destructive flooding and property damage 

downstream." 

 

 
Residents raised concerns about Lebanon County Commissioners recent sale of 17 acres of 

county-owned land in South Lebanon Township, which includes a portion of wetlands for 

the Quittapahilla Creek.  Matthew Toth. 

 

 

Richard DiStanislao, president of Doc Fritchey Chapter of Trout Unlimited, said that any 

development along the headwaters of Quittaphilla Creek will increase the flow that is going 

downstream. 

 

"To increase the flow and potential for stormwater damage by developing the headwaters is 

going to do unknown damage, but we have not seen any study," he said. 
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In a 2-1 vote April 3, commissioners approved a potential agreement of sale to potentially sell 

17 acres of county land with Bruce Thaler, owner of Aspen Hill Partners and the principal of BT 

Management Group. Commissioner Jo Ellen Litz voted against the agreement, citing concerns 

about the wetlands. 

 

The initial sales agreement includes a payment of $25,000 in the first year, with an additional 

payment the second year to consider purchasing the land. Officials said the property total will 

cost $2 million. 

 

"If at the end of two years Mr. Thaler has not completed his due diligence, requirements from 

PennDOT, requirements from the state, etc., then he will come back negotiate with the 

county," county solicitor Matt Bugli said. 

 

In December 2022, commissioners sold more than four acres of commercial land at 860 E. Old 

Cumberland St. to Aspen Hill Partners for $770,000. This property, which developers started 

negotiating for in 2016, would connect with the 17 acres Thaler is looking to purchase. 

 

While there has been no official announcement what the property will be used for once the 

sale has been finalized, the Altoona-based company has developed several Sheetz stores in the 

Lebanon County area. 

 

During the meeting Thursday, Quittapahilla Watershed Association asked commissioners to 

delay any final sale of the 17 acres, which include the wetlands, until the environmental impact 

of any future development can be researched, investigated and be made public. The 

organization's requests also included to be part of meetings for sale of the property, and that 

the developer submit detailed plans to the county that include stormwater management. 

 

Schroeder said any development in this "environmentally sensitive and critically important" 

wetland must be done with utmost care. 

 

"We urge you to consider the question 'Does Lebanon County really need another Sheetz?'" he 

said. "How many Sheetz, how many Rutter's can you squeeze into one county?" 
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Michael Schroeder, president of the Quittapahilla Watershed Association, told commissioners 

on April 17 that residents were concerned about the environmental impacts development on the 

Quittie wetlands could have in Lebanon County.  Matthew Toth 

 

 

Speaking with the Lebanon Daily News before the April 17 meeting, Bugli said that Thaler and 

his companies would have to adhere to the same environmental regulations regarding the 

wetlands that the county would have to follow. 

 

"The wetlands and the Quittie would go through his property, however to the extent that he 

would want to have any development ... he would have to comply with DEP, EPA and local 

ordinance regulations," he said. 

 

No official action about the sale was taken during the commissioners' meeting April 17, but 

Chairman Michael Kuhn told residents that the board shared their concerns about the future of 

the Quittaphilla Creek and the wetlands. 

 

The next regular meeting for the Lebanon County Commissioners is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. 

May 1. 
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Images of the print version of front-page LDN article appear below: 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

In addition, LebTown published an article, “Conservationists address commissioners on county 

sale of wetlands to developer” by reporter Chris Coyle on April 21, 2025, updated May 4, at 

https://lebtown.com/2025/04/21/conservationists-address-commissioners-on-county-sale-of-

wetlands-to-developer/ 

 

The story is available free online and includes this image and caption: 

 

https://lebtown.com/2025/04/21/conservationists-address-commissioners-on-county-sale-of-wetlands-to-developer/?srsltid=AfmBOoqTKBqEvhf8ZLvBnJpWYzNLti_ezX3qEJGrvTgg9W6LVw3ovgLu
https://lebtown.com/2025/04/21/conservationists-address-commissioners-on-county-sale-of-wetlands-to-developer/?srsltid=AfmBOoqTKBqEvhf8ZLvBnJpWYzNLti_ezX3qEJGrvTgg9W6LVw3ovgLu
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This map shows in the blue area the 17 acres of county-owned land that is tentatively being sold 

to an Altoona-based real estate developer. The developer had previously purchased the 3.71-

acre parcel at the corner of East Walnut and East Cumberland streets. (James Mentzer) 

 

In addition, the following documents from 2016-2017 with useful background information on 

this still-unfolding story were provided to the QWA by staff in the county commissioners office: 
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