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QUITTAPAHILLA WATERSHED ASSOCIATION 

Meeting Minutes 

Community Room, Annville Free Library (in-person only) 

Tuesday, November 18, 2025 

 

Present: Bob Connell, Katie Hollen, Bill Osburn, Alexis Biondi, Bryan Hoffman, Mia Bucher, Kara 

Lubold 

Meeting was conducted by Katie Hollen, Acting Secretary was Kara Lubold 

1. Minutes. The minutes of the October 21, 2025 meeting were circulated electronically 

before the meeting and approved by consensus. They are housed, along with all other 

extant QWA meeting minutes, on the Meetings & Minutes page of our QWA website, at 

https://www.quittiecreek.org/calendar.html 

2. Monitoring Program 

A. Fieldwork updates 

1) Bill printed field safety cards with site addresses and information. Monitoring 

volunteers will receive cards to keep in their vehicles and with equipment. 

2) Katie reported that the next round of routine water chemistry fieldwork at all 

six monitoring sites will be conducted in December. She will email a Doodle 

poll to all volunteers in the next couple weeks. 

3) Biological Monitoring. Katie reported the biological monitoring was conducted 

on Thurs. Nov. 6 and Sat. Nov. 8 at all six monitoring sites. She reported that 

monitoring went well and Prof. Becky Urban at LVC will have her students 

identify macroinvertebrates in the lab and compile a report. 

4) Bob mentioned that S1 coordinates may need to better align with the sample 

location. 

B. Equipment updates 

1) Solinst Sensors. Bob reported that the Solinst sensors continue to record data 

at five of our monitoring sites and upload that data directly into our Water 

Quality Portal, except for the sensor at Q1 (Garfield), which does not get a 

signal. Bob is still communicating with tech support about an external 

antenna. Bob will discuss antenna options with costs ranging from $54 to $270 

with Mike upon his return. The sensor at Bachman Run experienced a battery 

failure on November 3, but Bob replaced one of the three batteries and it is 

now in working order. 

https://www.quittiecreek.org/calendar.html
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2) ISCO auto-samplers. No updates. 

 

C. Data management 

1) Tutorial on using qGIS. Bob and Alyssa will hold an initial tutorial session about 

learning how to use the open-source qGIS software used to build our Water 

Quality Portal. The meeting is scheduled for January 13, 2026 at 6:00 pm in the 

meeting room at Annville Free Library. Anyone interested in attending should 

contact Bob. Participants should bring a computer to the session and Bob will 

have flash drives to give out with the materials. Additional training sessions may 

be conducted virtually after the initial session. 

2) Macroinvertebrate Sampling Raw Data. No updates. 

 

3. National Fish & Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) Grant. 

A. Google Drive folder housing NFWF grant materials: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QB5EM-7HIh-

2Ysp4n_Hxv4j3a_pVNg1H?usp=sharing  

B. The project will be extended with an additional $2,000 available. The group needs to 

decide what specific deliverables they would like before Thanksgiving. Consensus 

was reached that additional resources should go toward Bob’s initial “report card” 

idea to enhance data communication. Katie will contact the consultants with the 

proposal. 

C. Upcoming meetings: 

1) Joint wrap-up meeting with QWA, the SWA, and Manada Conservancy at 

Manada offices in Hummelstown on Thursday, December 4, 3:30- 5:00pm. 

2) QWA wrap-up meeting at LCCD, Friday, December 5, 9:00 -10:30am. 

3) Closing meeting with presentations by all grant recipients, to be held virtually 

on December 17 starting at 12:00pm. 

4. LCCD Watershed Action Team. The minutes of the WAT’s meeting of November 7, 2025 are 

included below in Appendix 1 to these minutes. 

 

5. Projects updates. See Appendix 1. 

 

6. Media & website. No updates. 

 

7. Lebanon County Stormwater Consortium updates. Bryan Hoffman reported a meeting with 

Cleona Borough and North Cornwall Township about SQ6 (floodplain restoration project 

from Dairy Rd to Mill St). Preliminary designs need to go to the state by end of month and 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QB5EM-7HIh-2Ysp4n_Hxv4j3a_pVNg1H?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QB5EM-7HIh-2Ysp4n_Hxv4j3a_pVNg1H?usp=sharing
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then will be in a waiting period until the new MS4 permit is released. The draft MS4 permit 

changes the emphasis from nutrient reduction to volume reduction. 

 

8. Education, outreach & special events. 

A. STEM night at Annville Elementary School. Bob and Mia reported a positive response 

from both students and parents. The crayfish and watershed model were a big hit. 

B. Lancaster-Lebanon Watershed Forum. Katie reported that this year’s Watershed 

Forum took place on Saturday, Nov. 15 at Millersville University in Lancaster. A 

discussion occurred with the group about the first talk, which was about dam removal 

and legacy sediments. Bill provided information about heavy metal detection in other 

counties. 

C. Possible field trips to the City of Lebanon Authority’s (COLA’s) Wastewater Treatment 

Plant and the Cleona Pumping Station. No updates. 

D. Geological Survey field trip. Survey staff are offering a 2-hour personalized tour of 

the PA Geological Survey office in Middletown in December. An email is circulating 

about three potential dates. 

 

9. Matters Arising.  Bill discussed storm response via our sensor network and testing high 

storm events. He created a PowerPoint which was distributed to attendees after the 

meeting. Water level and possibly velocity can be predicted with our data to guide storm 

sampling activities. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:56 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Katie Hollen and Kara Lubold.
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Appendix 1. Watershed Action Team Meeting Minutes, Nov. 7, 2025 
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